Risk Assessment

	Name of activity/ event/ location
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs]Using knives for whittling 
	Date of  risk assessment
	21st January 2026
	Name of who undertook this risk assessment
	Simon Lonsdale



	Hazard Identified? /
Risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
	What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	Hazard – something that may cause harm or damage.
Risk – the chance of it happening.
	Young people,
Leaders, 
Visitors?
	Controls – Ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.  
For example - you might use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way the activity is carried out.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change it…or even stop it! This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Hazard - Incorrect/unsafe use of knives
Risk - Injury/death
	Leaders/young person/adult helpers 
	Leader to carry out a safety briefing on the correct use of knives
Young persons to be seated 2 metres apart when using knives. Young persons told not to walk around with knifes out of their sheaths 
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]If group unmanageable activity will cease.
If a young person persistently injures themselves they will not be allowed to continue activity.

	Hazard - blunt knives
Risk - injury
	Leaders/young person/adult helpers
	All knives to be inspected before use to ensure blades are sharp and handles are not loose.
	     

	Hazard - unauthorised use of knives
Risk - injury/death
	Leaders/young person/adult helpers
	All knives to be kept under the control of the leader in charge.  Knives to be replaced into locked box after activity.
Knife box to be locked away after activity.
	     

	Hazard – cutting hand whilst using the knife 
	Leaders/young person/adult helpers
	Level C Cut-Resistant PU Coated Gloves are provided to all people taking part in the activity and the minimum standard is to wear a glove on the hand holding the knife.  
	If anyone refuses to wear the protective glove then they should not be allowed to continue with the activity.

	     
	     
	     
	     

	Review due:      
A risk assessment needs reviewing if circumstances change but also schedule regular reviews to ensure they are current, perhaps every 12 months? The review must include a detailed look at each element of the risk assessment in order to establish if any change is required. 



Additional information can be found in the Safety Checklist for Leaders and other information at scouts.org.uk/safety [image: ]
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