Central Norfolk District Archery Risk Assessment.			Reviewed Yearly

Date 21/03/2026			Review 20/03/2027				Name Shane Woodroffe

Location: 			This activity takes place on a mobile range that provides a safe enclosed area, or on land with adequate safety zone and backstop. 
The range is constructed to restrict the direction the arrows can be aimed.
Equipment: 			Range of bows, arrows, stands, bosses, bracers, backstop net.
Who is at risk? : 		To all participants and onlookers or bystanders.

	Hazard
	Hazard Effects
	Risk Control Management
	Risk Level
	Action

	
Slips and trips.

	
Impact bruises, cuts.

 
	
· Participants to remain behind the waiting line until instructed to move to the firing line.
· When at activity site participants to walk NOT run.
	
Low – 
Medium 
	
Participants not allowed onto the archery range without the Archery Leader.

	
Bow string - striking arm during release.
	
Abrasions, bruising to arms.
	
· All participants to wear a bracer on their bow arm.
· Long-sleeved clothing is recommended.
	
Low – 
Medium
	
Check arm position of archers to decrease risk.

	

Rebounding arrows.
	

Varying injuries.
	· Minimum safe range distance set at 5-10 metres.
· Purpose made targets or bosses to be used.
· Broken/blunt arrows identified and removed from service.
	
Low –
Medium 
	Make regular checks of bosses and condition of the relevant materials used.
Archers shoot from the firing line only and no closer.

	
Use of wrong equipment for any of the archers.
	

Minor injuries possible.
	
· Ensure right/left eye dominance is checked.
· Bow weight and size suitable to each archer.
· Ensure correct arrow length.

	
Low –
Medium
	
Variety/range of equipment available.

	

Accidental misfire.
	

Serious injury.
	· Give clear instructions.
· Immediate removal of faulty equipment.
· Arrows always pointed down range.
· Reasonable and considered care of equipment by participants.
	
Low –
Medium 
	Regular inspection and maintenance 
Checks of bows, arrows, bow strings etc.
(Record in maintenance book).
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	Hazard
	Hazard Effects
	Risk Control Management
	Risk Level
	Action

	
Walking, running, falling onto an arrow.
	
Puncture, eye injury, serious injury.
 
	
· Participants briefed to walk everywhere on the range.
· Carry arrows point down and away from the body.
	
Low –
Medium

	Arrow fletches held against shoulders, points held downwards in cupped hand. (Two points of contact).

	
Removing arrows from bosses.
	
Making contact with another archer.
Eye injury.
	
· Approach the boss from the side.
· Check for other participants close to before removing arrows.
	
Low –
Medium
	
Participants to be given clear brief on how to remove arrows safely.

	
Equipment failure: boss blown or falling over, net-frame failure.
	

Minor injury.
	· Equipment checked prior to activity/training sessions.
· Bosses anchored to the ground and guy ropes made secure.
· Nets checked for holes or gaps.
	
Low –
Medium
	
Regular inspection and maintenance checks.

	

Overdrawing bow.
	
Injury to archer’s hand, possible puncture wound.
	· Supervision on the firing line.
· Ensure the arrows are the right size for participants.
· Arrows dropped over the firing line are only retrieved when all other archers have finished and are behind the retiring line.
	
Low –
Medium

	
Training in correct technique.
Ensure more than one responsible adult is on duty.

	
Unidentified boundaries around the range.
	
Potential injury from being shot.

	
· Clear notice/warning signs on approach to activity area/range.
· Range Officer to monitor entire range throughout sessions.
	
Low –
Medium

	Shooting takes place within the archery range or within the defined boundaries of the open range. Ensure a second responsible adult is on duty.

	
Unauthorised use of equipment.
	
Potential injury from being shot.
	
· No firing shall take place without the presence of the Range Officer.
	
Low –
Medium
	Equipment not to be left unattended on the range. 
Equipment to be made secure when not in use.
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	Hazard
	Hazard Effects
	Risk Control Management
	Risk Level
	Action

	Medical conditions: 
anaphylaxis, asthma, cardiac arrest, diabetic, epilepsy.
	
Attacks, episodes, spasms.

	· Medical information available for all participants.
· First Aid kits to be on site.
· Qualified First Aider to be present throughout the activity/training.
	
Medium –
High

	Leaders to be notified of any conditions.
Participants with conditions to wear wrist bands.

	
Outdoor ranges –
Adverse weather.


	
Heavy rains, mists, reduced visibility.
Damage to equipment.
	· Suitable shelter to be erected if no structure is in place.
· Participants to wear suitable clothing for condition.
	
Low – 
Medium
	
Sessions rescheduled or cancelled if weather is believed to be unsafe.

	· Where participants are under the age of 18, a responsible adult aged over 21 must be present to supervise the activity.
· Parental permission must be provided for under 18’s. Shooting will not take place without given permission consent forms.
· Clear boundaries set for young people. Supervision of young people to agreed levels.
· Child protection guidelines to be followed at all times.
· Group details and emergency contact details to be available. Qualified First-Aider to be present.
· Emergency procedures understood by all Leaders/helpers/staff.
· Appropriate clothing; loose enough for free movement. No snagging/flapping bits that may become entangled. Remove lanyards, jewellery from around neck.
· Tie back long hair to prevent entanglement.
· Accident/near miss and maintenance record book kept with equipment.  




