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Minimum qualification required for Instructors is the National Small-Bore Rifle Association (NSRA) Air-gun Instructors Diploma. (Minimum of two Instructors at each event).
Location: This activity takes place on a purpose built range that provides a safe enclosed area, or on land with an adequate safety zone and backstop. The range is constructed to restrict the direction the air rifles/pistols can be aimed.
Equipment: The air rifles/pistols are 1.77 calibre, designed for target shooting. The targets used are purpose designed rifle targets, geometrical in shape and contained in a purpose built holder that provides a pellet stop. Eye protection is provided. We do not permit personal weapons to be brought or used on this site. 
Extracts from Firearms Act 1968 – Section 21 form for adult signatures must be kept.
To whom do these pose risks? : To all participants and onlookers or bystanders.

	Hazard
	Hazard Effects
	Risk Control Management
	Risk Level
	Action

	Undefined boundaries around activity area.
	Potential injury from being shot.
	· Clear notices/warning signs on approaches to activity area/range if required.
· Range Officers to monitor entire range throughout sessions.
	Medium –      
Low
	Shooting takes place within the rifle range or within the defined boundaries of the open area range. A responsible adult must supervise all participants.

	Unauthorised use of rifles/pistols.
	Potential injury from being shot.
	· No firing shall take place without the presence of the Range Officer.
· No rifles/pistols shall be loaded or discharged without the consent of the Range Officer.
· 1-1 supervision if required.
	Medium – 
Low   
	Rifles/pistols are NOT to be left unattended on the range.
Rifles/pistols to be made secure when not in use.

	Unsafe handling of air rifles/pistols and pellets.


	Penetration wounds.
Bruising.
Pinching.

	· Clear instructions on safe handling of air rifles/pistols and an awareness of potential harm.
· Firm establishment of shooting and waiting lines.
· Strict adherence to range procedures. 
	Medium –
Low
	Ensure shooters are prepared and informed of safety procedures, range practice and commands prior to entering the range.


	Ricochet/rebounding pellets.

	Pellet rebound at shooter.
Skin damage.
Eye damage.
	· Pellets to be made of a soft deformable material – lead.
· Shoot at paper targets held in pellet catchers.
· Wear eye protection – protective glasses
	Medium –
Low
	Make regular checks of backstops and the condition of the relevant materials used.


	Poor instruction and Leadership.

	Bruising to shoulder. 
Uncontrolled behaviour.
Indiscriminate shooting.

	· Minimum qualification requirement for Instructors is The National Small-Bore Rifle Association (NSRA) Airgun Instructors Diploma.
· Continuous appraisal and feedback from user groups.
· Refresher courses.
	Medium –
Low

	Monitoring.
Support.
Refresher training.

	Accidental discharge, misfire or rifle/pistol jam.
	Potential shooting.
	· Give clear instructions.
· Immediate removal of any faulty rifle/pistol.
· Air rifles/pistols always pointed down the range.
· Reasonable and considered care of equipment by participants.
· All rifles/pistols to have breach flags in place when unloaded.
	Medium –
Low
	Regular inspection and maintenance checks of rifles/pistols.
(Record checks in maintenance book).


	Fingers caught charging rifle/pistol.

	Caught flesh.
Injury to hand.

	· Equipment checked before and after sessions.
· Instruction at beginning of and during session.
· Ensure correct charging procedure.
· Constant observation from Range staff.
	Low
	Safety brief/demonstration.
Mark barrel with tape if break barrel/springer.

	Handling lead pellets.
	Poisoning. 
	· Verbal warning to be given during briefing.
· Drinks to be covered if near firing point.
· Participants to wash hands at the end of each session and before taking any food of drink.
	Low-
Medium  
	Ensure sanitiser is available at the range.
Allocation of pellets to be controlled by range staff, to ensure no new or used pellets are removed from the range.
Collection of pellets and pellet debris on clear up is to be supervised by adult range staff.

	Outdoor ranges –
Adverse weather.
	Heavy rains, mists, reduced visibility.
Damage to equipment.
	· Suitable shelter erected.
· Participants to wear suitable clothing for condition.

	Low-
Medium 
	Sessions rescheduled or cancelled if weather is believed to be unsafe.

	Medical conditions:
Anaphylaxis, Asthma, 
Cardiac Arrest, Diabetic, Epilepsy.
	Attacks, episodes, spasms.

	· Medical information available for all participants.
· First aid kits to be on site.
· Qualified First Aider to be present throughout the activity.
· Any participant with an inhaler must have it with them at all times and be reminded they should stop if having breathing difficulties.
	Low-
Medium 
	Instructors/RO to be notified of any conditions.
Participants with conditions to wear wristbands, if available

	Muscular injuries -
Target Sprint.

	Sprains, ligament tears.

	· Competitors to wear appropriate footwear and clothing for running.
· Advise to ‘warm up’ prior to and ‘warm down, after their detail. 
· Existing injuries to be made know to the RO.

	Low-
Medium 
	Instructors/RO’s to be notified of any injuries 

	Mobile phones,


	Noise distraction
	· Ensure all mobile phones taken into a range area are switched off or on a silent operation.
	Low 
	Phones could be placed on in a safe area for the duration of the detail/session.

	Spectators encroaching too close to participants or Instructor/RO’s.
	Distraction, noise levels.
	· Spectators to be briefed to remain in a designated area assigned by the Instructor/RO and remain quiet during shooting.

	Low

	Ensure there is space between spectators and ‘green’ area of the range.

	Warning signs. 
	Uncontrolled entry to range.
	· If applicable ranges are to have warning signs at potential entry points.
· Ranges to be fenced off.
	Medium  
	Everyone involved to be briefed and empowered to shout ’STOP, STOP, STOP” if they see an incursion about to occur.

	Tiredness.
	Over-stimulation.
Too much physical activity.

	· Ensure participants have eaten properly.
· Be aware of administered medications.
· Tiredness is un-safe, RO to request participant leaves the range and does not shoot on that occasion.
	Medium-
High 
	RO’s to be aware of the effect of tiredness on shooting.


	PCP’s

Air Cylinders – transportation of

	Damage to cylinder.
Explosion.
 
	· Correct manual handling techniques to be used when moving the air cylinder.
· Cylinder to be restrained in vehicle when transported to and from venue.
· Cylinder valve to be covered until cylinder is required to prevent ingress of dirt/oil/grease.
	Medium – 
High

	Cylinders to be checked regularly.
To be refilled professionally by authorised suppliers.
Cylinders not to be over tightened – finger tighten only.

	Re-charging of PCP rifles and pistols.
	Injury.

	· Pistols/rifles only to be re-charged by persons who have previously undertaken the appropriate training.
· Correct re-charging sequence to be followed to avoid compressed gas injury or over-charging of equipment.
· Do not exceed manufacturers maximum fill pressure for PCP’s.
	Medium – 
High
	RO to be aware of authorised persons both with pistol licence and re-charge training. 
When re-charging is taking place, ensure the end of the Air-Gun cylinder is pointing in safe direction.

	· Where participants are under the age of 18, a responsible adult aged over 21 must be present to supervise the activity.
· Parental permission must be provided for under 18’s. Shooting will not take place without given permission consent forms.
· Clear boundaries set for young people. Supervision of young people to agreed levels.
· Child protection guidelines to be followed at all times.
· Group details and emergency contact details to be available. Qualified First-Aider to be present.
· Emergency procedures understood by all Instructors/helpers/staff.
· Appropriate clothing; loose enough for free movement. No snagging/flapping bits that may become entangled. Remove lanyards, jewellery from around neck.
· Tie back long hair to prevent entanglement.
· Accident/near miss and maintenance record book kept with equipment. 



Review 
This risk assessment is to be reviewed on an annual basis. 
	Risk Assessor and Role 

	Sue Flood, Shooting Activity Team Leader, Central Norfolk
	Signed
	Electronically Signed

	Risk Reviewer and Role 

	Simon Lonsdale, District Lead Volunteer 
	Signed
	Electronically Signed

	Date of Assessment 

	13 May 2026
	Review Date 
	13 May 2027



